Coggins Test, Health Certificates & Brand Inspections

Planning a trip with your horse? Here are a few things to consider prior to transporting your horse over state lines or entering into competition:
Coggins test - Designed by Dr. Leroy Coggins, this test screens horses for Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA), also known as swamp fever. Most, if not all, states require a negative Coggins test before a horse may be transported across state lines. Many competitions and sales require a negative Coggins test for all horses entered. Depending on the state or competition, this negative test must have been obtained during the previous 6 months. The EIA virus is spread through the blood of infected horses, and infects only horses. Biting insects, especially horse flies and deer flies, carry the virus from horse to horse. The Coggins test is simple, inexpensive, and well worth the peace of mind that comes from knowing your horse remains negative for EIA.
Health Certificates - When you are transporting your horse nationally, or internationally, you must have a current health certificate completed by a veterinarian which states that your horse is healthy and free of contagious diseases. Depending on your destination, your health certificate will be valid for either 30 days or 6 months. Negative Coggins results are to be included on the certificate. It’s a good idea to know what the regulations are from state to state, in Canada or any other country in order to be

prepared in the event you are stopped when crossing boundaries.
Livestock Identification/Brand Inspections - Brand Inspections are required on all horses moving over state lines. They function as “proof of ownership”. There is a possibility of a large fine if you do not have proof of a brand inspection when you are traveling. This is necessary on all horses, not just those who have actual brands!

One Way/No Return inspections are performed prior to the movement of horses to an out-of-state destination. For those who frequently transport horses out-of-state, there are

two popular options:
1. A yearly inspection is valid for 12 months from the time of issue.

2. A lifetime inspection is valid until such time as the horse is sold. At the time of inspection you will be given a temporary certificate and a permanent ID card will be mailed to you by the Olympia office of the Department of Agriculture.

If you are going to obtain a Brand Inspection, the certified veterinarian will require proof of ownership, i.e. bill of sale, registration papers, etc., to complete the paperwork.

For more information, contact your veterinarian, or the Washington State Department of Agriculture in Olympia.

